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I’d like you to take a moment and think about times of worship that you’ve been a part of and what made 
some of those experiences seem extra-special, sweet, or sacred in your memory.  Is there a common thread?  
Do times of worship which bring you comfort seem most special?  Or are there external components of wor-
ship, like candlelight, certain music, smells, or places, which somehow bring the sacredness of worship most 
easily to your mind and heart?  Should worship bring comfort or challenge or both?   Should worship be about 
our preferences in music, the color of our stained glass (clear, in our case!), whether we use printed bulletins 
or an overhead projector, what our prayer posture is, or even how much “we get” out of the service? 

Yes, these may be acts or expressions or an ordering of worship.  As humans created by God with physical 
senses that inform, evoke memories, and open minds and hearts to the physical world around us, God knows 
that these can be a blessing to us.  But they do not define what true worship really is. There are numerous defi-
nitions of the word worship. Yet, one in particular encapsulates the priority we should give to worship as a spir-
itual discipline:  

           Worship is to honor with extravagant love and extreme submission                      (Webster's Dictionary,1828). 

 

True worship, in other words, is defined by the priority we place on who God is in our lives and where God is 
on our list of priorities. True worship is a matter of the heart expressed through a lifestyle of holiness. I invite 
you to make worship a non-negotiable priority in your life. 

We worship God because he is God. Period. Our extravagant love and extreme submission to the Holy One 
flows out of the reality that God loved us first. It is highly appropriate to thank God for all the things he has 
done for us. However, true worship is shallow if it is solely an acknowledgement of God's provision for us. 
Psalm 96:5-6 says, "For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and maj-
esty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary." In other words, our worship must be toward the 
one who is worthy simply because of his identity as the Omnipotent, Omniscient, and Omnipresent One. 
 

Speaking to the woman from Samaria at the well, Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 
worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”    John 4:21-24 
(emphasis added) 

Worship "in spirit and in truth" means worship motivated by who God is,  worship that expresses and reinforc-
es our mutual covenant with God. It can be energetic, visible, using a great variety of expressions which come 
out of the tradition of the biblical community. While it may have important connections with our individual and 
inner life, it is an act of the people of God, spirited worship in conformity with scriptural principles.  
 

Jesus was a consistent worshiper, not only through his life of prayer in the presence of the Father, but also 
through his participation in the formal worship of his Jewish community. He attended festivals in Jerusalem 
(John 5:1; 7:37) and took his place regularly in the Sabbath assembly of the synagogue (Luke 4:16).  As we seek 
to be faithful followers of Jesus, let us make worship a priority and know how exceedingly blessed we are to be 
able to worship the One True God, Three-in-One, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.       

                                                    Together with you in serving Christ, 
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This fall for Homecoming Sunday on September 9th, our worship 
service will be in the form of a Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan.  A kirk is the 
Scottish name for a church.  Some say that the Kirkin’ o’ the Tar-
tan is an American invention and has been around since the 
1940s, beginning at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
Washington DC.   Others say that this is an ancient Scots tradition 
which began at a time when the tartan was forbidden.  At that 
time fiery, independent Scots wore it secretly as an act of patri-
otism and courage and had their tartans blessed as a way of bless-
ing their families and asking God for protection. In modern times 
this worship service is held in many churches of many denomina-

tions.  This worship service is held to ask God to bless our families. Although we honor the Scots, Irish, and 
Welsh tartans representing those families in our congregation and friends present, we also celebrate the 
family in all its many forms, regardless of historical heritage, by acknowledging the American St. Andrew’s 
Tartan.  We gather on homecoming Sunday to remember that we are all 
members of the family of Christ.  We will also remember those Saints of 
our congregation who have gone ahead to heaven before us since this 
church reopened in 1991.   

 

This service is a joyful celebration as all worship services are; this is a time 
to gather in worship, prayer, and praise focusing on God and our relation-
ship to Christ.  As we learned last year, this can also be an emotional ser-
vice as we remember family who are no longer on their earth.  Please in-
vite friends and family, churched or unchurched, for worship and the pic-
nic.  Piper Stephen Gorry will again participate in the service and Janet has 
chosen lovely music in the Scottish tradition for this Sunday.   

 

Our All-Church picnic will be held at an offsite location, a truly lovely spot  
again this year.  Please see the signup sheets on our “Opportunities Table” 
to see how you can help with set-up, clean-up, and food for the picnic.   
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Article  from Pastor Kathy Maclachlan 



                  From the Trustees—September 2018 

  

 

We are planning the annual Fall Clean-up celebration to be held on  

Sunday, 23 September after worship.   

We need to clean and change out the windows from screens to storms, pick up 
branches & debris around the yard, and rake any leaves that have fallen.  The 
Trustees will provide hot dogs & buns.  We need to have people bring chips, so-
da, cookies-whatever else may be needed.  There will be a signup sheet in Fel-
lowship Hall. 

Even if you can’t physically help, this is a great chance to socialize and enjoy 
each other’s company while we get things ready for the coming seasons. A 
great time is always had by everyone who shows up. 

So bring your work clothes and change after service - 

your efforts & support are needed! 

Rain date is in October-we aren’t sure when but probably the 21st. 

Thanks to all      Steve Maclachlan  for  The Trustees 

Worship Time changes to 9:55 on Sept. 2nd 

For Fall, Winter, Spring 
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 “I fell in love with my country when I was a prisoner in someone else’s”   John McCain.  

 John Tutton wastes no time  getting on board our BUC program 

when he arrives from his Virginia home each year to spend the 

summer.  So it is no surprise that he has made plans to become a 

“formal” member  here at the  

                           Sunday  September 2,  9:55 am Worship Service 

                               In conversation today  I got the idea  this  has       

   been his  “Home Church” WHEREVER HE IS 

                                                                      So let’s all give him a royal welcome!  

  



  

 

Men’s Study & Breakfast, generally twice/month on Tuesdays, 7:30-8:30 am; each gathering stands alone 
so come whenever you can.  Shared leadership by the men of the church.   

 

 

 by the Rev. Adam Hamilton, 12:00-1:30 Tuesdays (bring a bag lunch); series of 8 sessions, but participants can 

easily attend as able.  Having explored Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism, and Lutheranism in August, the class will 
cover these denominations in September: Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Baptists, and Pentecostalism.  No study 
on Oct 2.  Final day will be October 9: Methodism.     

 

  

Half-Truths by the Rev. Adam Hamilton.  Join in examining those oft-repeated clichés which might sound Christian 
and study whether they really have anything to do with Scripture.  We’ll go beyond the half-truths of common say-
ings to reveal the deeper wisdom of God’s Word.  5 weeks, beginning October 23, Tuesdays 12:00-1:30. 

Order by signing up or emailing the pastor kmmac06@outlook.com  for these regular 144-page copies: $6.50 

each (first 9 copies), $8.00 each (next 3 copies.)   

Those who’d like Large Print can order yours at www.christianbook.com $13.00 plus shipping.  Alternately a 

Kindle edition is available through www.amazon.com for $9.99.   

 

*********************************************************************************************  

  

 

Add your name, email, and phone number to the list in order to hear about spontaneous study group gatherings 
(SSGG) which may be at various homes in addition to being at the church building.  Topics for these SSGGs will 
vary and each will stand-alone, so come whenever you’re able.   

 
  

 

 

 

by Lysa TerKeurst. 

 Learn about the difference to saying “yes” to everyone and saying “yes” to God.  These points are covered: 

  Cure the disease to please with a biblical understanding of the command to love. 

 Escape the guilt of disappointing others by learning the secret of the small no. 

 Overcome the agony of hard choices by embracing a wisdom based decision-making process. 

Rise above the rush of endless demands and discover your best yes today. 

 $8.00 each or plan to arrange for a Kindle version from www.amazon.com for $9.99. 5 

 ORDER YOUR OWN FALL STUDY BOOK NOW 

   ORDER YOUR BOOK NOW 

mailto:kmmac06@outlook.com
http://www.christianbook.com
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com


Thanks to all who helped   make our August 
FLEA MARKET a success.  

It rained, but was held inside, and well attended.   The word is 
that over $200 was added to our church budget from this sale.  

 
Thanks  ALSO to those who made the  

BEAN SUPPER also a success.  
The profits were about $370 but best was the happy evening  

Come to church, leave for class. Christian Education  
Committee leader Heidi Straghan wll teach  that day.  
Bill Tysinger will teach the informal class the 1st Sunday in  
September. She has posted a Rotation Schedule for the 
month; additional teachers are always welcome.  Please 
consider  sharing time, stories and ideas  with our children 
as a way to enrich your own faith and  understanding. 

Sunday School for Children & Youth 

Remember formal  
Sunday school 
Begfins  September 9th 
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 The Bremen Union Church (BUC) Council met on August 12th to begin 
review of the 2018-2019 Church Budget and update the Officers & Com-
mittee/Board memberships.  We will meet again on the 26th of August 
after church for a final detailed review.   The Council will then present 
their recommended Budget and Committee/Board membership slate at 
the Annual Congregational Meeting on SEPTEMBER 16, 2018, for formal  

Approval  If anyone would like to help on Committees or Boards, please let any Council mem-
ber know and we will try to make it happen. 

On August the 10th, we held a Memorial Service at BUC for one of our beloved summer resi-
dents, Julie Disston.  Julie's large family travelled from all over the US for the service, and the 
Lord blessed us with a beautiful day to celebrate Julie's life.   Julie loved the Lord and she 
loved BUC and we are in receipt of a generous bequest from her estate.  The BUC Council is 
discussing where the monies can best be used to honor Julie and help our church.   

PLAN TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING  FOLLOWING WORSHIP ON SEPT  16.   

REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES WILL BE BRIEF, AND YOUR INPUT AS TO PLANS 

FOR THE FUTURE IS IMPORRTANT TO OUR CHURCH LIFE.  



 

The family of Donald Winship  
invite his friends  

to a celebration of his life 
Saturday September 1st 11 am 

 at the Bremen Union Church. 

We all say a special good bye  to our friend  

Irene Straghan; wife, mother, grandmother 
who attended this church  faithfully as long as she was able,   

was bundled up and brought to our Christmas Eve Service 2017.  

The Riley/Straghan family look forward to a memorial at  

Christmas season, Irene’s favorite time of  the year.  

  

 

 

       

2 – Penny & Ernie Card             3—Bunny & Marc Adams 

3 – Sally & Bill Robinson            16  Susan & John Gilbert  

  27 –Kevin & Colleen Redline 

 

 
6 – Bonita Sampson             20 – Bill Robinson  
22 – Davis Awamleh              26—Shi’an Starks 

                 30 – Janet Leonard  

Anniversaries                    

   Birthdays 

Janet Leonard invites all 

to the first fall  

HYMN SING 
Monday Sept 24  

4:30  
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Don was passionate about filling  our Waldoboro  Food Pantry baskets   




