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This is one of those years when the worldly calendar seems to clash with our 
Christian calendar:  Easter is early this year, the snow is still deep here in 
Maine, and our usual experience of Easter happening at the same time as we 
celebrate the new life of Spring probably isn’t going to happen.   

But as a people of faith, we are called to believe. Our Lord said to Thomas, 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” It’s 
easier to focus on new life, the blessing of God’s gift to us of grace and for-

giveness through Jesus the Christ, when the world around us is bursting with new life – snow-
drops and crocuses pushing up alongside the new pale green shoots of grass.  

 But we are an Easter people.  And we are Easter people despite what the world is like and 
despite what the weather is like.  Because of God’s yearning to be reunited with us and be-
cause of God’s true love for us and in accordance with God’s eternal justice, God in the person 
of Jesus, lived and taught on earth, was crucified, died and was buried for our sins.  And on the 
3rd day, he rose…that was on Sunday…he rose, defeating sin and death.   

He Lives!  And through Him, we can live.  And so, the early Christians began to worship on 
Sundays, so that each week when they gathered they were remembering Christ’s resurrection.  
Each Sunday became a “little Easter.”   We are an Easter people – changed through the Spirit – 
given grace from God and in our renewal, able to reach out in grace to others in Easter spirit, 
believing in what might seem hidden for now, but will be fully revealed at the end of time.   

Like the Grinch found out, Christmas comes without baubles and bows.  In the same way, 
Easter can come in the sleet and the snows.  NO FOOLING! 

Together with you in Easter rejoicing,    

Maundy Thursday Quiet Meal   6 pm at church 

Good Friday  Service     6 pm at church   

Sunrise Service Easter   6:00-6:30 am  Bremen Landing 

Easter Morning Worship 10-11  am Bremen Union Church  
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 Sometimes the excitement that comes from an en-
ergizing spiritual experience can seem like a sparkler.  
It is grand, showy, and feels great.  But if it is 
grounded only in a surge of emotion then the excite-
ment is likely to fizzle out. 

The authentic Christian experience is less like a spar-
kler and more akin to a warming fire.  It takes effort 
to get it started and discipline And persistence to 
keep it fed and glowing.  But it will never go out as 
long as we are willing to do the work of nurturing it.  
We stoke that fire With Bible study, prayer, medita-
tion and sharing God’s love with others.  Working to 
keep that fire burning within us through good times 

When a person says one thing and lives 
another, the result is destructive.  People 
will know we are Christians not because 
we bear the name, but because we live 
the life.   ML 

Thanks to Christine Duffy for sharing   
philosophy  she discovered on this page. 

Special Sundays Planned 
 

  April 15th – Ruthie Poland  will lead worship  
 April 22nd  – the Rev. Judith Robbins will preach 

 

LONGER  

DAYS 

CELEBRATE  

SPRING 
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APRIL 6-8   
4 shows only  
   
LCCT Lincoln County Community Theater 
  
  
+ 
 

 
 

Handel’s Israel in Egypt w/orchestra  
4 PM May 5 & 6   

Second Congregational Church, Newcastle  
   
  

 

My Heart’s in the Highlands  
7:30 PM Sat. June 2   5 PM Sun. June 3 

  
St. Patrick’s Church, Newcastle  
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 April showers... 

Donations accepted but never expected….sponsored by mission and benevolence  comm. 

UJcoming dates for Arts and Music 

http://sheepscotvalleychorus.org/


  

  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

My stomach sank. I launched into my pre-planned speech about our plan of action. Then, I knew 

I had to say the harder part: "I want you to know that I care deeply about each and every one of 

you and that I will do everything I can to protect you. But - being in a wheelchair, I will not be 

able to protect you the way an able-bodied teacher will. And if there is a chance for you to es-

cape, I want you to go. Do not worry about me. Your safety is my number one priority." 

Slowly, quietly, as the words I had said sunk in, another student raised their hand. She said, "Mrs. 

Schimmoeller, we already talked about it. If anything happens, we are going to carry you." 

I lost it. With tears in my eyes as I type this, I want my friends and family to know that I under-

stand that it is hard to find the good in the world, especially after a tragedy like the one that we 

have watched unfold, but there is good.  

                                                                              True goodness. 

                                                It was found in the hearts of my students today “ 

 

“Today was really hard for me. Today was the first time I had to 

teach the day after a mass school shooting. I dreaded facing my 

students this morning, and as the first students walked in, I be-

gan to feel the anxiety pooling in my stomach. I was dreading 

one, specific question. Soon after class began, a freshman asked 

me the question I had been dreading since I had heard about 

"Mrs. Schimmoeller," she asked. "What will we do if a shooter comes in your room?" 

As you may expect, Schimmoeller was on edge 

returning to work after the horrifying shooting at 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High in Florida.  

Editor’s note:  With all the bad rap teenagers get it is refreshing to read this, and to 
watch how so many in our country   have reacted to the tragedy in Florida.  Their ability 
to speak out their truth respectfully and  informed, was surprising  .  Teachers are doing 

their job,  teaching  them to think and prticipate.   
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https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/15/us/florida-shooting-victims-school/index.html


  

Tony Robinson 

 

March 22, 2018"For the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look 

 on the outward appearance, but Lord looks on the heart." - 1 Samuel 16:7 

 

A friend of mine did a sermon series she called "The Ten Essentials." Her subtitle was, "The Ten Bible Stories 

You Have to Have." She would tell her congregation, "It's too dangerous for you to go out there without these 

stories tucked in your hearts." 

This one, the story of the prophet Samuel's visit to Jesse to anoint one of his sons to be king of Israel, would 

make my top ten, if for no other reason than the line quoted above. "God does not look on outward 

 appearances, but upon the heart." 

Jesse had a passel of sons. He paraded seven of them before Samuel, beginning with Eliab, who was not only 

the eldest but big and tall and study. Looked like excellent king material, as did the others. But one after  

another God gave a thumbs down to an increasingly exasperated Samuel. 

 

Finally, Samuel—desperation in his voice—asked Jesse if he had seen all of his sons. "Well, there is one more, 

the youngest. He's out tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Bring him." God said, "This is the one." He was the 

youngest, the smallest, the least likely, a mere boy. David. 

But he was the one God wanted. Why? Well, God seems to like surprising us. God gets a kick out of messing 

with our expectations. God seems to like choosing people that conventional wisdom would not consider in a 

million years. Like Moses, who had a public speaking problem. Like Jeremiah who was a raw youth. Like Mary 

who was unwed and poor. Like Paul who was known as an enemy of the church. God, as a friend likes to say, 

has, "a preferential option for the unlikely." 

There's both bad news and goods news here. The bad news is that our choices and evaluations are often made 

on a superficial basis. The good news is that in our heart of hearts many of us harbor a sense of deep inadequa-

cy. We think we're not enough. Not smart enough. Not good enough. Not faithful enough. We 

feel we are very unlikely candidates for God's love, for doing God's work in the world. But good 

news: God can and does have a preferential option for the unlikely, which includes me and 

maybe you, too. 

Holy One, when the voices thrum that repeat "not enough," ring in my ears 

 help me to hear your surprising word and to know that, by your grace, I am enough. Amen. 

 

 Pastor  Kathy  and the deacons have set up the duties for them the days and  

dates when the pastor will be away.  So all arrangements have been made.  

The palms have been ordered as well as two new banners, one as a gift to the church.  We also have pur-
chased five new cloths for our sanctuary; two will be bought by a member.  We all and the  Deacons   

thank  you for your donations for these Special additions to our worship space..  
           NB:  Ruthie’s Study group will begin after Easter. Details to be announced. 
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RUTHIE POLAND 



  
 
The number of children attending Sunday School varies from 1-6 with an average of 4. 
The children work with a variety of instructors including Heidi, Ruthie, Mr. Mac, or Bill T. as prima-

ry teachers with the assistance of a second set of hands as necessary. 
Activities each week are based on a One Room School House curriculum that can be adapted 

based on the number and the age of children in attendance. 
 
 We had a great outing with members of the children’s Sunday school after Christmas to Lincoln Coun-
ty Animal Shelter to deliver the gifts donated by church members. 

We have tentative plans for changing our approach to  VBS over the summer. Keep  tuned in for  
more details.  

Report to the Semi annual. Conference mid March by Heidi Straghan.  
 

  

5 -  Penelope Card 

7 – Majed Awamleh 

       Barbara Harvey 

14– Marie Hall    

20 – John Gilbert, Sr 

      Ron Gilzean  

22 –Marianne Brinker   

25 – Debbie Carter   

26 – Nicholas Millay 

27 – Myrna Genthner   
No anniversaries 

On record 

 Snowbird response 

To our  

AWESOME GOD  
ACROSTIC  

From last month 

 

Ageless 

Wordly 

Enjoyable 

Sacred 

Omega 

Magical 

Existing 

Thank you Penny Card 
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  Charles Spurgeon 

April Ed’s:   Pastor Kathy    Christine Duffy   CT Adams photo   Ruthie Poland     Heidi Straghan       Penny Card    

Hope you enjoyed reading this  April 2018  

Issue of your church news. 

 Your contributions are welcome as space allows. 

Pleae send copy  by mid April for the May issue to 

Editor Sal <sociablesal@roadrunner.com>   


